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He drives a stake [into the spot] or strikes it with a pick and 
flattens out the soil underneath [T. Moed 1:4B]. 


It has been taught: They destroy ants’ holes on the intermediate 
days of a festival. 


How do they execute the destruction? 


Rabban Simeon b. Gamaliel says, “One takes dirt from one hole 
and puts it into another, and they strangle one another” [T. Moed 
1:5]. 


[D] And that is so when there is a channel of water flowing between 
them. 


They block up a breach in the intermediate days of a festival [M. 
1:4F]: Stone on stone, pebble on pebble. 


And in the seventh year one builds it in the normal way [M. 1:4G]: 
stone on pebble and pebble on stone. 


[Where it is permitted to build up a wall in the normal way in the 
Seventh Year,] that is the case of a breach [in a wall] which does not 
support the ground [behind it from seeping through]. But in the case of 
a breach [in a wall] which does keep the earth behind it from falling 
through, it is forbidden to repair such a breach in the Seventh Year. [It 
will appear that the repair is for maintaining the soil, and that may not 
be done in the Sabbatical Year.] 


And so too has it been taught: In the case of any breach in which the 
wall holds up the dirt behind it from coming through, it is forbidden to 
repair such a breach in the Seventh Year. And in the case of one that 
does not hold up the dirt from falling through, it is permitted to repair 
such a breach in the Seventh Year. 


[D] [It is forbidden to repair such a breach] if it does not endanger the 
public. But if it endangers the public, even though it holds back 
dirt from coming through, it is permitted to repair such a breach in 
the Seventh Year. 


[E] That is in line with the following: 


[F] [In the case of a wall in a courtyard,] if one’s wall was crumbling, 
one may tear it down and rebuild it. 


[G] But why should he not simply tear it down and not rebuild it [until 
after the festival]? 


